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wondered what would sum up the message of our dreams in
the past, of our realization in the present, and of our aspira-
tions for the future; and I remembered that I had brought
with me a quotation by our great poet Tagore, and that
quotation I would like to read to you. It is essentially the
expression, not only of the ideal of the P.E.N., but of the
ideal of all men and women of good-will throughout the world.
We need not despair of our future, the future of humanity,
even though we are passing through a dismal period. The
darkest hour is the one before the dawn. Let us remember
the glorious pages in the history of humanity and make them
the basis of our hope and our faith and our trust in the future
of humanity, in the regeneration of this beloved Mother
India. Tagore said:
" The age has come when all artificial harriers are breaking down.
Only that will survive which is basically consonant with the good of
all men. \Ve must prepare the field for the cooperation of all the cul-
tures of the world, where all -will give and take from, others. This is
the key-note of the coming age."
Co-operation, recognition of the oneness of life, of the
solidarity and independence of the human family. Leaving
aside for a moment the word " international" and turning
here towards our difficulties and our own problems, some of
us, most of us, feel that the day we stand for the higher
values, the day we fulfil the expression of the soul of our
India, that day we shall have the key to the solution of all
our problems, political as well as economic.
Here a word will not be inopportune with reference to
another antithesis, another contrast, which is also false, which
is also emphasized in an exaggerated manner, bringing it into
an inaccurate and disproportionate position: the idealist vs.
the realist. Theirs are not really conflicting attitudes: they
complement and supplement each other. There is no great
endeavour which has not been first visualized by the dreamer,
planned by the architect, designed by the designer, and then
only actually built by the labour of the many, by many men
engaged to bring it into tangibility, to make it descend from
the realm of dreams into the world of concrete reality.
We are all human. That is our essential nature, and what
we want is to rise to the dignity of that manhood. As men